38o                      ST SABAS THE GOTH, M.             [Apmu

was by birth a Goth, converted to the faith in his youth, and a faithful
imitator of the obedience, mildness, humility, and other virtues of the
apostles.   He was affable to all men, yet with dignity;  a lover of truth
an enemy to all dissimulation or disguise; intrepid, modest, of few words,
and a lover of peace, yet zealous and active.    To sing the divine praises
in the church and to adorn the altars was his great delight.   He was so
scrupulously chaste that he shunned all conversation with women except
what was indispensable.   He often spent whole days and nights in prayer,
and devoted his whole life to the exercises of penance;  flying vainglory,
and by words and example inducing others to a love of virtue, he burned
with an ardent desire in all things to glorify Jesus Christ.   The princes
and magistrates of Gothia began, in 370, to persecute the Christians, by
compelling them to eat meats which had been sacrified to idols, out of
a superstitious motive, as if they were sanctified.    Some heathens who
had Christian relations, desiring to save them, prevailed upon the king's
officers to present them common meats which had not been offered to
the idols.   Sabas condemned this impious collusion and not only refused
to eat such meats, but protested aloud that whoever should eat them would
be no longer a Christian, having by that scandalous compliance renounced
his faith.    Thus he hindered many from falling into that snare of the
devil, but displeased others, who banished him from his town, though
they some time after recalled him from home.    The next year the per-
secution was renewed, and a commissary of the king arrived at St Sabas's
town in search of Christians.    Some of the inhabitants offered to swear
on the victims that there were no Christians in the place.   Sabas appeared,
and stepping up to those who were going to take that oath, said " Let no
man swear for me, for I am a Christian."    Notwithstanding this, the
commissary ordered the oath to be tendered.    Therefore the principal
men of the city hid the other Christians and then swore there was but
one Christian in their town*   The commissary commanded that he should
appear.   Sabas boldly presented himself.   The commissary asked the by-
standers what wealth he had; and being told he had nothing besides the
clothes on his back, the commissary despised him, saying, " Such a fellow
can do us neither good nor harm."

The persecution was renewed with much greater fury in 372, before
Easter. Sabas considered how he could celebrate that solemnity, and for
this purpose set out to go to a priest, named Gouttica, in another city.
Being on the road he was admonished by God to return and keep the
festival with the priest Sansala. He did so, and on the third night after
Atharidus, son of one that enjoyed a petty sovereignty in that country,
entered the rtown, .and with an armed troop suddenly broke into the
lodgings of Sansala, surprised him asleep, bound him, and threw him on
a cart. They pulled Sabas out of bed, without suffering him to put on